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Post office deemed unsafe after car crashes into it

By MARY SCHLEY

A 74-YEAR-OLD Pebble Beach woman escaped
injury when she crashed her Tesla into the front of the Car-
mel post office during the lunch hour Wednesday, narrowly
missing a pedestrian before smashing into a brick planter
with enough force to break the windows and damage the

structural integrity of the building.

According to Carmel Police Sgt. Michael Bruno, the
woman, Rebecca Rousso, was parked in the handicap stall
in the off-street post office parking lot directly across from
the front doors on Fifth Avenue when she said the Model
S “took off, sped forward about 40 feet out of control,
missed a pedestrian in the crosswalk by approximately
1 foot and crashed into the front of the post
office,” causing severe damage to the build-
ing and the car.

Rousso was not injured, nor did she
appear to be impaired, and the pedestrian she
nearly hit was shaken but also unharmed,
according to Bruno.

Last week, too

The crash occurred a week after an elderly
man ran his car into a wall at the Normandy
Inn on Ocean Avenue when his foot slipped
off the brake and hit the accelerator, total-
ing the Toyota Avalon he’d been driving and
causing minor injuries to his wife, who was
in the passenger seat.

But in this case, Bruno said the woman
did not say she’d mistaken the gas pedal
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for the brake. “She was older and had some
mobility issues and couldn’t really explain

A Tesla Model S driven by a Pebble Beach woman turned an entrance fo the

Carmel Post Office into twisted metal, broken glass and rubble Wednesday

See CRASH page 144

Court limits reach of housing mandate law

By KELLY NIX

A SOUTHERN California judge has ruled that a 2022
state housing law that requires California municipalities
to ministerially approve applications to split single-family
residential lots and allow up to four housing units on each
doesn’t apply to charter cities. The ruling could eventu-
ally have implications for several such cities in Monterey
County, including Monterey and Pacific Grove.

SB9, which went into effect Jan. 1, 2022, dramatically
lowered the bar builders face to subdivide property and
exempts many housing projects from the rigid California
Environmental Quality Act. The law was intended to alle-
viate the severe shortage of housing in the state.

Man guilty of killing
animals at high school

By KELLY NIX

A SOUTH County man who illegally entered a high
school in the early morning hours and stabbed numerous
farm animals belonging to students has been found guilty
of the attack, which killed two lambs.

Jose Jesse Marquez, 31,
was found guilty in a Sali-
nas courtroom April 17 of
four counts of felony ani-
mal abuse with a deadly
weapon, and resisting a
police officer, and burglary,
also felonies.

Prosecutors say that
Marquez rode his bicycle to
Gonzales High School just
before 2:30 a.m. on Feb.
18, 2023, and entered the
school to steal a tool. He
went to the school’s barn
area and held down numer-
ous animals that Gonzales
High students had raised
since birth and stabbed
them.

Marquez “repeatedly stabbed them eight to 10 times in

Jose Marquez

See GUILTY page 144

But on Monday, Los Angeles Superior Court Judge
Curtis A. Kin ruled in favor of five Southern California
charter cities that filed suit against the state and Attorney
General Rob Bonta alleging that SB9 is unconstitutional
and invalid against charter cities.

Charter cities
“After extensive briefing and two hearings” in a Los
Angeles courtroom, “the court ruled in favor of the five
charter cities,” according to Aleshire & Wynder, the law

See COURT page 114

VISITORS

Occupational therapy can help anyone, from infancy to old age, and a
local laboratory has patented a new Covid vaccine ... Inside this week!

SINCE 1915

Rebuilding slow
after major
wildfires

B Just three applications for permits
since 2016 Big Sur wildfire

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE DEVASTATING impact of wildfires on Monte-
rey County’s rural communities was made clear Wednes-
day when the county planning commission weighed in on
a report detailing the damage to homes since 2015 — and
the efforts to rebuild them.

The report comes in response to a request made by
planning commissioner Martha Diehl, who was trying
to identify where “rebuilding hurdles may exist.” Diehl
lives in the Palo Colorado area, where 57 homes were lost
during the Soberanes Fire in 2016.

The report focuses on what the county has done to
make rebuilding easier — and what it can do to improve
upon those efforts. Over the past nine years, four major
wildfires — the Soberanes Fire and the River, Carmel and
Dolan fires in 2020 — destroyed 134 homes and burned
down an additional 56 structures throughout the county.
Of those 134 homes, 53 of them either have been rebuilt
or are in the process of being rebuilt, the report indicates.

Hurdles exist

According to county records, 94 construction per-
mits have been processed relating to the River, Carmel
and Dolan fires. The River Fire burned 48,000 acres of
between Salinas and the Carmel River, the Carmel Fire
scorched 6,900 acres in upper Carmel Valley, and the
Dolan Fire burned 148,000 acres in Big Sur.

“Of the 77 homes destroyed in these fires, 50 homes
have been or are being rebuilt,” records show. “The
remaining 44 permits were for repairs or replacement of
structures other than the main dwelling.”

Unfortunately, such information isn’t available for

See PERMITS page 134

Winds could delay May 27 highway reopening

By CHRIS COUNTS

CALTRANS REPORTED Wednesday that repairs to
Highway 1 at Rocky Creek in Big Sur are moving forward
at a steady pace, and May 27 remains the target date for
reopening the road to tourist traffic.

But a spokesperson said the state roads agency is hes-
itant to move the date up, due to the likelihood of high
winds, which could delay repairs, and the wear and tear
the work is taking on heavy equipment.

“We’re holding to a May 27 estimate for the reopen-
ing,” Caltrans spokesperson Kevin Drabinski said. “Part
of that reason is that we have experienced delays due to

Sunday's Big Sur Marathon will have an
out-and-back route. See page 9A.

wind and likely will continue to experience delays due to
wind.”

Drabinski observed that those working over the side of
the road in a basket must adhere to stringent safety stan-
dards — they had to stop last Saturday and Sunday due to
high winds.

Photos tell story

“We have a 25 mph wind limit,” he explained. “When
you’re drilling off of a crane-held basket over the side of
the roadway, it’s challenging.”

Equipment failures could also slow progress, Drabinski
warned. “We have experienced, and will continue to expe-
rience, some breakdowns in equipment,” he conceded.

Drabinski described what has been done so far in an

effort to stabilize the site, where a large chunk of pave-

ment in the southbound lane collapsed March 30.
“To date we’ve been able to install a series of vertical
See HIGHWAY page 104

— o
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Workers install vertical dowels this week to help support the pave-
ment along the Highway 1 near Rocky Creek Bridge in Big Sur.

Attention readers: Don’t forget that you can have the complete Carmel Pine Cone delivered every Thursday evening to your tablet, laptop, PC or phone — with no banner ads,
popups, click bait or paywalls. We also don’t harvest your data or make you create an account or password. Free and easy subscriptions at https://carmelpinecone.com/subscribe.html
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Fields of fluffy white cotton are
less fun than snow-covered hills

MAYO AND Karlene Ryan’s home
near Mission Trail Park is for sale, and
they know they can trust the realtor. Their
son, Mark Ryan — of Carmel Realty’s
Brocchini and Ryan team — is on the job,
and he thought Pine Cone readers might
want to know about his dad’s remarkable
history as a skier. Turns out there’s more to
his story than snow-covered slopes, but it’s
as good a place as any to start.

Great Lives

By ELAINE HESSER

Mayo Ryan — whose first name was
his mother’s maiden name — was born in
1935, the third child of a homemaker and
a John Deere tractor dealer-turned-cotton
farmer in Fresno who had 4,000 acres to
his name.

Ryan attended Bullard Elementary
School, and, at age 12, he and some class-
mates were invited to go skiing at Bad-
ger Pass Ski Resort in Yosemite National
Park. It turned out to be the beginning of
a lifelong love affair with the sport and a
way to celebrate his birthday each winter.
This year, at 89, he hit the slopes again at
a favorite spot — China Peak Mountain
Resort, northeast of Fresno — and has the
photos to prove it.

“l never missed a year skiing in 77
years,” he said proudly. Amazingly, he
didn’t break a bone until he was 84. “It was
my own fault,” he said. “I was skiing off
the beaten track at China Peak all alone,
and hit a patch of ice. | went up in the air
and broke my arm when | landed.” He
called for help and the ski patrol got him
safely off the mountain.

Ranch in Carmel Valley

Ryan said he attended Fresno High
School for three years but transferred to
St. Ignatius high school in San Francisco
for his senior year. His older brother had
attended there, but Ryan’s move was all
about a girl.

His father had gotten him a summer
job working for a family friend on a cat-
tle ranch in Carmel Valley, and Ryan
liked spending his free time at Seabright
Beach in Santa Cruz. He met a girl who
was attending a Catholic school in Marin,
and they started dating. When he got back
to Fresno, he told his parents he wanted to

Longtime real estate
broker Mayo Ryan
pauses on the ski
slopes at China Peak
Mountain during an
oufing fo celebrate
his 89th birthday in

January.
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go to St. Ignatius to be closer to the young
lady, and they agreed. The relationship
didn’t last, but Ryan got his diploma and
went to college at the University of San
Francisco and Fresno State. He majored in
agronomy and was a running back on the
football team and president of his chapter
of Sigma Nu fraternity. Ryan completed a
hitch in the Army Reserves; he took basic
training at Fort Ord and completed fur-

ther training at Fort Hunter

Liggett.
Skiing  remained  his
favorite sport, and he

enjoyed competing. As a
college freshman, he was
named Most Outstanding
Skier at the Fresno State Winter Carnival,
winning the downhill and the slalom. Ryan
raced in slalom, giant slalom and downhill
competitions well into adulthood at Badger
Pass, Squaw Valley, Dodge Ridge, Mam-
moth Mountain and other resorts.

Sweetheart of Sigma Chi

In 1956, he saw Karlene — then in high
school — walking down the steps outside
St. Therese Catholic church in Fresno, and
they got acquainted. Once she went to col-
lege, “She was the homecoming queen,
and the sweetheart of Sigma Chi. It was
hard to date her,” he said. But he managed,
and they married in 1961. Karlene is an art-
ist and author who’s written many inspira-
tional and children’s books, Ryan noted, as
well as a talented interior designer.

Their four children, Mayo Jr., Mark,
Tara and Timothy (who died in an auto
accident when he was in college), came
along in 1963, ’64, ’65 and ’66. When
Ryan took over his father’s cotton farm, he
continued to ski in the winter, when things
were quieter at work. He took his family,
and his kids all learned to love the sport as
much as their dad.

During hot Fresno summers, they
vacationed in Carmel, renting a house on
Scenic Drive for $400 a month. Ryan pur-
chased a home on Carmelo between Ninth
and 10th, where a path led straight down to
the beach, and then had a house on Santa
Lucia. He and Karlene continued to visit
regularly, even as their “nest” gradually
emptied.

Ryan said that farming got him involved
in water use, and he served as secretary,
treasurer, tax collector and assessor of the

See LIVES page 25A
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Assisting Executors & Successor Trustees
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. Adam Moniz, J.D., LL.M.
Call/Text 831.601.3320
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Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

(GALLERY OWNER, BUSINESSMAN,
PROBLEM-SOLVER — HE PAINTS, TOO

TO EXPLAIN how his Carmel gallery
has survived 35 years through four serious
economic downturns, Chris Winfield bows
toward his artistic father, who never met a
challenge he feared.

“My dad was a really good teacher
(26 years as a college art instructor), and
one of the things he taught was creative
problem-solving,” said the proprietor of
Winfield Gallery, which opened in the
Crossroads shopping center in 1989 and
relocated in 1994 to its current location on

in 2008), studied at the Chicago Institute
of Art and became an artistic woodworker.

‘You and my sister ...’

Their little sister, multimedia artist
Robin Winfield, majored in fine arts at
Smith College in Northampton, Mass.,
(Class of ’79), and moved to the Monterey
Peninsula with her parents in 1994. Since
2009, she has owned and operated the
Robin Winfield Gallery off Ocean Avenue,
between San Carlos and Dolores, just steps

from her brother’s

Chris Winfield, known for colorful flat-plane abstract painfings,
owns Winfield Gallery, which celebrates 35 years in business this year.

Dolores Street between Ocean and Seventh
avenues.

The city’s oldest galleries are the Car-
mel Art Association (founded in 1927),
New Masters Gallery (1974), Weston Gal-
lery (1975) and Photography West (1980).
Winfield Gallery ranks No. 5 on the list,
thanks in part to a school of thought passed
down from father to son.

The Space Window

“Dad would be working some commis-
sion, and somebody would say, ‘You can’t
do it this way,” and his reaction always
was, ‘Oh, yes I can.” And I’d see him fig-
ure out a way to do it. That’s what I learned
from him,” said Winfield, who was born in
Paris, where his father was studying with
artists Leo Katz and Stanley
William Hayter.

Rodney Winfield (1925-
2017) was a celebrated
American designer, painter,
sculptor and jeweler, best
known for the spiritu-
ally themed stained-glass artwork (often
three-dimensional) he created for churches
and synagogues throughout the country.

Among his most famous pieces is the
Space Window, a stained-glass commem-
oration of the Apollo 11 moon landing.
He installed it at the National Cathedral in
Washington D.C. in 1974,

Chris, 24 at the time, helped create that
piece and many others as an apprentice in
his father’s St. Louis studio.

The firstborn of Rodney and Betty
Winfield’s three artistic children, Chris
thrived as a youth in the family’s creative
environment, then earned an art degree in
1973 from St. Louis-based Washington
University.

A younger brother, David (who passed

business.

Chris, 74, created
jewelry and devel-
oped his signature
flat-plane abstract
paintings in St. Louis,
New York City, Prov-
incetown, R.l., and
Cape Cod.

He was living in
Wellesley, Mass., in
1982 when he began
dating a coffee-shop
waitress, Leslie John-
son (now a Sotheby’s
real estate agent in
Carmel Valley), who
told him, ‘We don’t
have anything in
common, but you and
my sister would hit it
off.””

Leslie’s sister,
Andrea Johnson (Car-
mel High *72) married
Chris Winfield 42 years ago and brought
him to the Monterey Peninsula in 1988. He
opened his first gallery in the Crossroads
the next year.

“l had no business background, no clue
what | was doing. | was just making stuff
up as [ went along,” Winfield confessed.

What he did have was the “creative
problem-solving” model his father had
instilled throughout Winfield’s apprentice-
ship. He wasn’t afraid to ask questions of
experienced people in the industry — deal-
ers, museum directors, other gallery own-
ers — and parlay their advice into his own
solutions.

He commissioned a freelance writer
and professional photographers to create
feature stories about the artists he repre-
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Carmel’s Artists

By DENNIS TAYLOR

sented, several of which landed in influ-
ential magazines — some as cover stories.
He pitched his artists to museums and
scheduled shows. If necessary, he person-
ally helped the venues set up exhibits he
had arranged.

Economic storms

He also was innovative when the econ-
omy dipped into recessions in 1990 and
2001 (eight months each time), 2007-2009
(18 months) and in 2020, when the U.S.
economy experienced a 19 percent decline
in gross domestic product during Covid.

“The scariest time for me was between
2008 and 2009, because | had just hired

See ARTIST next page

More than an agent...
Maximize your experience
with a partner, an advocate,
a trusted professional.

Lisa Barkalow
Realtor | DRE# 01491728

831.594.2155
lisa@lisabarkalow.com
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ARTIST

From previous page

an assistant for more hours, more days and more money
than any employee 1’d ever had,” he said. “When the econ-
omy crashed, she pretty much said, “You can’t afford me
anymore,” then moved to Southern California to take care
of her mom, who had early-onset Alzheimer’s. | wound
up working seven days a week for the next eight or nine
months.”

When the pandemic forced businesses to lock their
doors in 2020, Winfield Gallery survived through a com-
bination of good fortune and innovation.

The luck? Winfield shares the front part of his
2,500-square-foot gallery with a wine-tasting bar, which,
because of its agriculture permit, was permitted to keep its
doors open to sell bottled wine.

“Consequentially, some of my longtime clients were
able to sneak into our gallery, and we were back there
working, sending out email blasts to clients on our mail-
ing list, trying to make everything as easy as possible for
them,” he said.

‘A breath of fresh air!’

One impact of the pandemic was that art-seekers
became more interested than ever in shopping online.
Winfield typically sold three or four pieces per month
through his e-mail promotions — sales that helped keep
the business afloat.

“We were also getting messages from people all over
the country, telling us, ‘Oh, | love getting your blasts

.. what a breath of fresh air! They’re so uplifting!”” he
remembered.

The artwork at Winfield Gallery has always been a
menagerie, untethered to any specific theme or medium.
Winfield, whose bachelor’s degree is in multimedia,
embraces all types of paintings, from photographic realism
to abstract, ceramics and sculptures, large and small, from
Old World traditional, to playfully oddball, and jewelry.

Roster of 60 artists
The roster of nearly 60 artists he represents is national
and international, but also rich with celebrated local lumi-
naries like David Ligare, Pamela Carroll, Warren Chang,
Annette Corcoran and Mari Kloeppel. And the gallery’s

collection includes one or more pieces from about 80 other
artists.

A recent email blast from Winfield Gallery humorously
reminded its recipients that, “Chris Winfield also paints!”

“l loved art school — 1 loved using my eyes and my
hands,” said the artist, who favors geometric figures in
his vibrantly colorful abstracts. “I came out of Washing-
ton University with a very strong background in drawing,
color theory ... very good fundamentals.

“My brother, a couple of years younger, went to the
Art Institute of Chicago, where their approach was more
like, ‘Hey, man, just do your own thing.” He never got
that basic training, because everybody there was doing a
free-for-all.”

Artists who influenced him as a painter included Josef
Albers and Hans Hofmann.

Winfield laughs aloud as he describes the studio where
he paints — a “tiny junk room” in his Corral de Tierra
home.

“The bike is in there, and the Kitty litter ... all kinds of
stuff,” he said. “I set up a lazy susan that allows me to spin
all of my paintings, so | don’t have to move them.”

‘There’s no money in art’

Winfield’s art is part of the collections at Triton
Museum (Santa Clara), Crocker Museum (Sacramento),
Monterey Museum of Art, Santa Cruz Art Museum, Berk-
ley Art Museum, Community Hospital of the Monterey
Peninsula, National Steinbeck Center, and multiple other
venues.

With help from his indispensable assistant gallery
director, Molly Cybuck, Winfield still finds time to paint
several days a week, but most of his energy goes toward
the gallery he loves.

Chris and Andrea are parents to three adult daughters,
Laramie and Lauren, both large-animal veterinarians, and
Sienna, a Salinas nurse.

“None of them are artists. They all told me, ‘Dad,
there’s no money in art,”” he said with a smile and shrug.

Andrea Johnson, who specializes in nature-themed
acrylic and watercolor paintings, shows her work at the
gallery and is also a member of the Carmel Art Associ-
ation, as was her mother, Barbara Johnson (1927-2021),
who was an abstract expressionist painter and printmaker.

Visit winfieldgallery.com for additional information,
and to view images of the artwork created by the artists
exhibited there.

Don’t miss “Scenic Views” by Jerry Gervase
— every week in the Real Estate Section.

New Image by Hilary

Permanent Make-Up Artist

% ‘: ARE YOU READY FOR SUMMER7

Before After
1f you don’t look god, [ don’t look gosd.

Look 10 years younger in just a couple of hours using
the application of Permanent Make Up.

(831) 484-5400 | NEWIMAGEBYHILARY.COM

Queso Will Melt In Your Arms

Approx.
10 years old

Male

Chihuahua Mix

6 lbs

It's easy to adore Queso, a mellow, gentle soul who loves melting
into your arms and finding a cozy lap to curl up in. Initially
shy, he soon becomes a loyal, cuddly friend who cherishes

companionship. Ideal for a home with another friendly puppy,
Queso’s sweet nature makes him a delightful companion.

Want to meet Queso?
Please fill out our online adoption questionnaire.

)y Peace of Mind

DOG RESCUE

Ad Sponsored by
Judy LeRoy With Lasso

(If you'd like to sponsor our next
ad, please give us a call)

831-718-9122

www.PeaceOfMindDogRescue.org
P.O. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Earn 8% Interest

Guaranteed

reputable local commercial
real estate developer
48-year operating history
$100k minimum investment

call: 831-718-8096

email: info@oroscogroup.com

OROSCO

GCROUP

Hi, I'm Sheena. I'm *
6! | love to cuddle
and love and race
through the house
and climb a cat tree
and sit and look out-
side and hang out
with my human! I'd '
love my human who loves me . . .

if | had a forever
human. | don’t have one right now but if | did, |
would love them all to myself, no other cats, just
beautiful me and my people family. I'd like that a
lot! Can you be my people family? Please?

Check out Sheena at www.gocatrescue.org

If you would like to sponsor our next ad,
please call us at 831-200-9700 or email
goldenoldiescats@gmail.com.

Golddery Oddies

Cat Rescue
Older Cats
New Beginnings

CARE TAKER AVAILABLE
Retired Private Duty Nurse’s Aide

Seeks part time work
Prefers PG or Monterey
Light housekeeping
Food prep

Personal care
Looking for 2 to 3 hours,
3 to 5 times per week
References available

Please leave message

831-521-0437

SEEKING RECIPIENTS TO
DONATE EMBRYOS TO

Must be planning to be long-term in Carmel,
Monterey Peninsula. Financially secure, higher
education, business owners good match with
current families. Scottish, Danish, English, Dutch
heritage. Blonde, Strawberry Blonde highly likely.
Created and stored at a top L.A. fertility clinic.
25-55 years old parents

Please contact:

EMBFAMILYHOME@YAHOO.COM

OPEN ON

SUNDAYS <

10AM-4PM

WALK-INS AND
APPOINTMENTS

Mon - Sat 9-5 ¢ Sunday 10-4
831-624-8998

558 CARMEL RANCHO CENTER
behind the Bagel Bakery next to Lucky

Peninsula

BUSINESSES

Meena Lewellen

(831) 274-8655

Jung Yi-Crabbe
(831) 274-8646

Help us say YES to animals like Stuart! Your
donation to AFRP provides medical care,
compassion, and second chances. Give today
for a brighter tomorrow!

Donate Today
Annc Friends Rescue Proje
"hL nging lives, one animal at a time. Learn more at

animalfriendsrescue.org
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